
A Note from the Executive Director  

Greetings everyone and happy 2006. As I write 

you this note we begin the second week of a new 

year. I actually saw stars last night which 

means I may see the sun today! Can it be?  I 

donõt want to complain about the weather as, so 

far, weõve had a mild winter. The upside to 

snow cover is that I get to enjoy the countless 

tracks that weave through our property as Iõm 

filling bird feeders or doing a daily check on our 

education animals. I was quite surprised in  

December to see the tracks of a 

white tailed deer within 

three feet of our fox cages. 

Iõd like to have witnessed 

this occurrence.  

 

As I look back on 2005, 

one common thread 

weaves through the year 

é gratitude!  Iõm grateful 

for many things, but, as you 

might expect, first and  

foremost from a nature  perspective it is the  

discovery of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker 

(wow!), finally getting to see a Great Gray Owl 

in  

Canada last February (actually I saw three!), 

finding a beautiful Barred Owl sitting in the 

maple tree near our pond early on a summer 

morning (no doubt one of Ozõs visitors), and 

having a job that I love!  Itõs been a great year 

for us at ONE, and I  invite you to read on as we 

reflect on all the good fortune we experience in 

2005 and all that we look forward to in 2006.  

      

  Manon Van Schoyck [òMrs. Vanó] 

  Executive Director  

Ohio Nature Education on eBay  

Thanks to a donation of wildlife and nature  

artwork from artist Sylvie Kring, ONE became 

an eBay auctioneer this fall. We offered wildlife 

prints, original art 

and even painted 

wooden eggs. As 

word of our success 

s p r e a d ,  o t h e r  

members donated 

items for auction. 

T a r a  H u t s o n  

donated a signed 

Columbus Blue  

Jackets jersey from 

t he  2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2 

season and Huguette Pearson donated  

handmade knitted catnip -fish cat toys. We are 

preparing to put more items up for bid. If youõd 

like to see what weõre selling, go to 

www.ebay.com and enter òohionatureó under 

òadvanced search.ó If youõd like to donate item

(s) for ONE to sell, call or email us. ALL  

PROCEEDS BENEFIT OHIO NATURE  

EDUCATION. Those of you who have bought or 

sold on eBay know òthat one manõs trash is 

truly another manõs treasure.ó  

 

Coming Soon  

We are creating a Who Are the Critters in Your 

Neighborhood program which will be ready to 

go for Summer 2006. This program will feature 

some of the most common animals found in  

urban yards. As well, weõve been asked to create 

an Animals of the Grassland  Habitat  program 

which will be available  in February 2006.   

http://www.ebay.com/


2005 F INANCIAL  REPORT  
 

   Income  

 

Annual Plea  $650.00 

Donations           $3,162.00 

Grants  $3,188.00 

Kroger Gift Card sales          $647.00 

Fundraisers  $3,205.00 

Program Fees        $20,195.00 

Total Income         $31,047.00  

 

   Expenses  

 

Administration  $4,186.00 

Animal Care  $3,608.00 

Fundraising Expenses  $2,359.00 

Program Supplies  $4,100.00 

Speaker Fees & Mileage  $15,735.00 

Total Expenses  $29,988.00  

 

Net Gain  $1,059.00  

 

 In Kind Donations:  

Charles River Labs, Portage, MI - animal food  

Johnstown Animal Hospital - veterinary care  

Various donors - Additional food & supplies  

Volunteer hours  

TOTAL  $88,739.00  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accomplishments  

Ohio Nature Education is proud to announce 

that in 2005, we conducted 329 programs at 166 

events for more than 20,000 people. This marks 

the third  consecutive year in which we  

conducted more than 300 programs annually.  

 

ÅWe now offer programs on forty-one different 

nature topics.  

 

ÅWe provide a permanent home for 30 wild 

 animals.  

Where can you get good food, listen to a 

great speaker, view awesome wildlife art 

and support environmental education é 

all in one place ?  

Join us at the annual Columbus Audubon  

Society (CAS) Potluck on Tuesday, February 

28th at 6:30 pm at the Clintonvilleõs Womenõs 

Club. The guest speaker is Ken Kaufmann,  

expert birder, naturalist, world traveler and  

author. The wildlife art is brought to you by  

Sylvie Theoret Kring, of Redwood, New York 

(and Manonõs sister). Sylvie will offer for sale a 

selection of her original paintings, artistõs proofs 

and signed and numbered prints of avian art as 

well as some of her exquisite pottery. She is  

donating a matted, framed, signed and  

numbered giclee print of a Baltimore Oriole to 

CAS and ONE to auction off. Proceeds will 

benefit CASõ and ONEõs environmental  

education programs. This is a potluck, so you 

are asked to bring a dish to share with 10 -12 

people. You can find details about the event on 

the ONE website at www.ohionature.org  or the 

Columbus Audubon Society website at 

www.columbusaudubon.org .  Look forward to 

seeing you there!  

 

New Programs & New Animals  

As we stated in our Fall newsletter, weõve  

revamped some of our already existing  

programs to ensure all  meet the Ohio Academic 

Content Standardõs in Science. We also  

introduced you to our new female American  

kestrel, Kiki and Athena, our new female Great 

horned owl as well as Rose our new tarantula. 

Weõve also added Velcrow the American 

crow  since then. We are hoping that heõll be 

ready to attend programs by spring time. Learn 

more about Velcrow and the rest of the animals 

later in this mailing.  
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http://www.ohionature.org/
http://www.columbusaudubon.org/


ONE on the Move!  

Look for us at the following public events:  

Å Franklin Park Conservatory  - Saturday, 

March 11, 10:30am. Weõll help kick off the  

Annual Butterfly exhibit. Register for this event 

by going to www.fpconservatory.org/  Weõll also 

be part of Franklin Park Conservatoryõs Day 

camps this summer. Please contact them to  

register.  

 

ÅLicking County Master Gardeners Con-

ference, Gardening: The Great Escape II  ð 

Saturday, March 18 [time to be announced] at 

OSU Newark. We will be presenting òAll My 

Garden Guests Are Wild.ó Check our website 

later this month for additional details. And visit 

http://licking.osu.edu/hort/hort.htm  to meet the 

featured speakers and to learn about other 

great events brought to you by the Licking 

County Master Gardenerõs. 

 

ÅLongaberger Blooms! A Flower and Gar-

den Show  ð May 5 -7 at the Homestead in  

Frazeyburg. More details on ONEõs program 

will be available at a later date. Check back at 

our website or go to Longabergerõs website at 

www.longaberger.com ,  click on òvisit us,ó then 

òThe Homestead,ó and then òHomestead 

events.ó  

 

ONE Extends Its Thanksé 

The following schools have participated in fund-

raisers on our behalf, and we would like to ex-

tend our sincerest thanks:  

Susan Jonesõ second grade class at Greens-

view Elementary, 2004 -05 school year 

Summit Elementary third grade students 

and teachers, 2004 -05 school year 

Darby Creek first grade students and teach-

ers, 2004-05 school year 

Northridge Middle School Student Council, 

students, and teachers, 2004 -05 school year 

Windermere Elementary third grade stu-

dents, families and teachers (Mrs. Jackson, 

Mrs. Miller and Mr. Hudson) at Windermere 

Elementary for a week -long read -a-thon 

fundraiser, 2005 -06 school year 
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Ohio Nature Education Awarded 2 Grants!  

 

Thanks to a grant from the National  

Association for Interpreters Region 4, ONE will 

be offering a puppet show program  

specifically geared for children from  

preschool age through first grade.  The  

program is entitled òTheyõre Nothing to Be 

Afraid ofó and includes a stage setting and  

puppets representing children and those òscaryó 

wild animals. The program features some of the 

animals children tend to be afraid of and lots of 

humor. As you might expect, after weõve  

convinced our audience of how òun-scaryó these 

animals are, we introduce them to real  live 

animals ! Look for this program in February or 

March.  

 

And thanks to another  grant, this one from 

The Energy Cooperativeõs Round Up program, 

we now have the audio/visual equipment 

needed for our larger assembly programs . 

We purchased a tripod -mounted video camera 

and an LCD projector. This equipment affords 

all the members of our audience, even those in 

the back of the auditorium, an excellent view of 

our animals and other visuals. ONEõs assembly 

programs are for audiences of 150 or more and 

include six to eight live animals and two to 

three handlers. Call (740 967 -8320) or email 

(mvs@ohionature.org ) us for a complete list of 

assembly program topics.  

 

Holiday Wish List Success  

Our holiday wish list program was successful 

thanks to these businesses allowing us to run 

our holiday wish list programs in their estab-

lishments:  

Becca Fulkerson, Complete Petsmart, Heath  

Pam Hall, Wild Birds Unlimited, Wester-

ville  

Julie & Larry Baldwin, Wild Birds Unlim-

ited, Reynoldsburg  

 

A special thanks goes out to all who donated to 

ONE through these programs!  

http://www.fpconservatory.org/
http://licking.osu.edu/hort/hort.htm
http://www.longaberger.com/
mailto:mvs@ohionature.org
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Say hello to Hibou (Ee -boo) and Athena . 
Hibou is French for ñowl,ò and Hibou is 
a male Great horned owl. He has  
partial  paralysis in his left wing 

caused by West Nile 
virus. Athena, a  
female great horned 
owl, suffers from  
neurological trauma.  
Like Hibouôs symptoms, this could 
have been caused by the West Nile 
Virus, or Athena may have been hit 
by a car. 

This is Luna one of our five Big brown 
bats . Luna was orphaned within her 
first day of birth and was not a good 
candidate for release. She lives with 
Echo,  Radar, Tes, and Chiro, all of 
whom are permanently injured. All 
three help us teach a ñbat-phobicò 
public about the many benefits these 
much maligned creatures provide. 

Meet Velcrow, the American Crow .  Velcrow 

suffers from a permanent wing 
injury and has found his home 
with Ohio Nature Education.  As 
a clear demonstration as to how 
smart the crow species is,  
Velcrow often loves to hide vari-
ous items throughout his cage. 

This is Yipes Stripes! Our Striped knee  
tarantula . While we attempt 
to keep our education animals 
to native Ohio species, this 
Striped Knee Tarantula was 
purchased for our Spiders  
program as well as our Animals 
We Love to Hate program. 

Meet Falco and Kiki, our  
American kestrels . Falco was 
caught by a cat while he was still a 
fledgling and suffered irreparable 
damage to his wings. He helps us to 

advocate why we 
should all keep 
our cats indoors!  
Kiki, who joined us in the Spring 
of 2004, is named for the "call" 
that the kestrel makes. She is 
suffering from an irreparable 
wing injury, and, therefore,  
cannot survive in the wild. 

Those of you who have seen us conduct programs 
know that we view our education animals as  
valuable education tools, ambassadors for their wild 
cousins.  They are not  pets and we never treat them 
as such.  However, for purposes of our Adopt an 
Animal sponsorship program, we have given each of 
our education animals a name.  We find that  
children, in particular, would rather sponsor 
ñScarlet,ò for example, than ñthe female Red-tailed 
hawk.ò  With this in mind, weôd like to introduce you 
to our ñCast of Characters.ò 

WHY WE NAME OUR EDUCATION ANIMALS  

These are  Virginia and Marsi, our Virginia 
opossums .  
Still ñin pouchò when her 
mom was hit by a car,  
Virginia suffers some mild 
neurological damage. She 
is loved by kids and adults 
alike.  Marsi also suffered a 

similar situation when her 
mother was attacked by a 
dog while she was still in her 
pouch.  Marsi has been slow 
to develop and now lives 
with Virginia and the rest of 
the animals at Ohio Nature 
Education. 

Meet our Eastern grey squirrels, Yin and 
Yang . Yes, we know heôs black, 
b u t  d e s p i t e  t h a t ,  h i s  
species is Eastern grey squirrel. 
Yinôs color is a ñgenetic  
melanism.ò Kept illegally as a 
pet, Yin will not run from  
predators and is therefore  

non-releasable.  Yang is also an 
Eastern grey squirrel but is an 
albino. Yang suffers moderate 
neurological damage due to  
either a head injury or, perhaps, 
West Nile virus. He lives with 
Yin. 


